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Haiku International Rals Alvi Number

"PAKISTAN  EVENINGY

Hello, Everybody! we understand that You are fine
and keeping well, _
Please be advised that we shall hold "PAKISTAN
EVENING" to listen in to Urqu poems by Prof,
Mohammad Rais Alvi, Poet and Guest Professor of
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, as our event
for Octoher. Let us get togefher to relish the
“world of poetry whioh the Pakistani people dearly
cherish, and einjoy a nice autumn evening., Hrs.Xie
Xin Li, who studies under the professor, will take
care of the translation, Your‘friends are also
welcome. Tea and.cakes served. i

Time : Oetober 29, 1987(Thursday)13:30-20:00

Place : Asia Center of Japan{ASIa KAIKAN) ®
Conference Room 24 :
8-10-32, Akasaka, Hinato—ku, Pokyo
tel, 03-402-6111

Subject : Prom "Saga ubharti hajiw :

(Published in Karachi, last August)

Fea ¥1,000 per head for Member of the

Association :
(¥1,500 per heaq for Non-Member)

THE JAPAN-PAK1STAN ABS0CIATTON
. (tel.03~478n0876)

October 13, 1987
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Taneda Santgka (1882-1940)

Haiku poet; remembered for his anthology containing 701
free verse haiku, Somokuto (1940, Monument of Grass and
Trees), which he edited from over 9,000 poems compnsed
between 1925 and 1940, and Goch( nikki, a five-volume
diary, published posthumously, which he kept in his hut
called the Gochuan. His best haiku are written in simple and
lucid language filled with a lyricism reflecteing his love of
drink and travel and his appreciation of nature.

Santoka was the son of a tandlord in Yamaguchi Prefecture.
His mother commilted suicide when he was 10 years oid, He
studied at Waseda University in Tokyo but did not graduate.
In 1904 he started a sake brewery with his father near his
hometown. When the business failed, Santoka moved to
Kumamoto with his wife and ;son and ran a picture-frame
- store. Later he returned to Tokyo and was employed at
several different jobs. In 1925, having divorced his wife, he
became a Buddhist monk of the Soto sect, serving as a
sexton at a small iemnie in Kumamoto Prefacture. In 1826 he
feft the !emple and hiecame a mendicant priest.

For the remamdm o his life, except for intermittent stays in
his hut in Ogm;, ‘(nmaguchl Prefertme durmg the 1930s, he
was on the road, begging, visiting hts triends, composing

haiku, and wntmg travel diaries. Hig trips frequently covered

27
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Haiku By Taneda Santoka
" Translation by Sohail Ahmed Siddiqui

Locking at the mountains; : Unilfies
All day no need ' ' lf el
To put on my kasa A et

Yama O miru Ky ichinichi wa kasa o kaburazu

Parbutt takla hoon / yeh dinn sara beet gaya / chatrie hay bekaar

These few ashes | c‘:._(;i,f.aﬁ;
are all that remain . ‘ ﬁfaﬂg.{ﬁf!
of my diary? . - WA

Yakisutete nikki no hai no kore dake ka'

Raakh jo baqui hay / yeh bhi kaisi hoti thee / meri diary?

Just as | hoped: fourd-u
Moon light everywhere i * S d st
A night for insects. ujﬁ}é,):‘/

Gekkd amaneku hoshii mama naru mushi no yoru da.

Mein ne joon chaha / Tarounki Zau phail gaee / keere chamke hein.
Presented alongwith five Original Urdu Halku at the 17th Annual
Haiku Recital, Organised by Japan Cultural Centre on 18.2.2000, at
Hotel Regeant Plaza {Karachi)

(Fortins VNI FlaseSp Lo Gonfumt 804 S
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1)

2)

4)

5)

* lasmine — The natjonal flower of Pakistan.

HAIKU

Sohail Ahmed Siddigui

For World Haiku Contest
{London-Oxford) 25-30 Aug’ 2000

Big and shiny mangoes.
Fremember, time and again,
Her healthy buxom.

Glittering dew drops
rolling down the prettiest face
of bountiful world !

A bunch of flowers.
My dreams come frue, at last
Kids are kidding.

A jasmine *flower.,
Simple, sober, pretty, attractive,
Unforgettable, you are !

Turkish caps, all around
pink, violet, yellow, red and white
tulips and wlips

My flimsy dreams !
She sparkles and disappears
like a lonely star

i
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Sir Syed University of Engineering and Technology
University Road Karachi-75300, Pakistan
Tel: 498800-2, 4982393-474583. Fax (92-21)-4982393

SSUET/LIB/01/2000/2068 7 November. 2000

Mr. Sohail Ahmed Siddiqui
R-393, City Villas,
Sector 38/A,

"K.D.A, Scheme-33
University Road
Karachi-75270

Dear Siddiqui,

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of one copy of
your book “HAIKU INTERNATIONAL” so kindly gifted
by you to SSUET Library. '

It is a valuable addition to our library. We offer our sincere
thanks for the same and hope you will continue 0
remember the University in future.

Regards
-sd-

Naheed Jafti
(Librarian) .
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LIBRARY OF CONGRIESS OFFICE - PAKIS' I‘A\‘
American Embassy
H. No. 11, §1.62, F-6/3
Islamabad, Pakistan

Tele: 2823404
Fax: 92-51-2823419

Refer to:
October (02, 2000

Mr. Sohail Ahmed Siddiqui

Editor “Haiku International *

Canopus, R-393, City Villas, Secl. 38/A
K.ID.A, Scheme-33, University Road
Karachi-75270.

Dear Mr. Siddiqui:

U is my pleasure 1o acknowledge, with many thanks, receipt of the
Gift material mentioned  below. We greatly appicciale  your
mr»hmu in sending this material to the Libr ary ol Congress.

Witk :Bcsl Wishes
Yot S_ini:c_‘ré! ¥,

L .-\d- :
Muhammad Zaki Deedar .
Ihhhn;_.mphu =Loc. - -
Apierican (‘onsulalc General
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In the end of my remarks, I would like to congratulatie and
also extend my best wishes to Mr. Igbal Haider, other
active members of Pakistan Haiku Society and the editorial
team of Haiku International on the auspicious occasion and
wish them success in their endeavors to promote Haiku in

Pakistan.

And io conclude, I agree with Imtiaz Saaghar who says
about Igbal Haider.
| Jé)!{':

" Dunia Dekhe Gi

Tk Din Tere Hike Ki ,JJM@UJJ
Khusboo Phele Gi _ J@f”?

(Means: One day the world will see that the fragrance of
your Haiku will spread faraway).

¢

Thank you
*Igbal Haider is the founder chairman of Pakistan Haiku

Society (Editor) -
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Not only that he has been participating in Haiku Mushaiy:
or seminars conducted on Haiku, but also has taken part in
such numerous activities which have to do with the
diffusion of Haiku all over Pakistan. He ook part in
establishing Pakistan Haiku Society as a founder member,
and now for many years he is serving as the President of
this literary organization. %

Indeed, Mr. Igbal Haider js a visionary poet with admirable
poetic talent. T have read the translations of his Urdu Haiku
in English and I personally feel that he is able (o grasp the
frue essence of Japanese Haiku Poetty in Urdu. As, the
depth of intellectual thought, and a tender touch of delicate
human feelings, which are the pre-requisite of genuine
Haiku are parts of his Haiku poetry.

His Haiku have been translated into Japanese, English,
French and many regional languages of Pakistan, which is 1
gratifying aspect that his beautiful and heart-touching
poetry can reach to the people belonging to diverse
cuitures, g

Ladinire Mr. Sohai) Siddiqui, editor Haiku International for
bringing out Special Igbal Haider number. 1 read ihe
English portion of the magazine, and am glad 10 observe
that how immaculately he has highlighted Mr. Igbal
Haider’s  significant contribution and devotion to the
promotion of Haiku poeiry in Pakistan. T am sure, you will
agree with me that it is not an easy task to describe a poet
- of Mr. Igbal Haider’s caliber in a few hundred pages, but
M. Sohail Siddiqui has tried to Justify and has published
the issue successfully. He deserves compliments for his
efforts.

21
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literary status in Urdu poetic literature. It indeed came as &,
pleasant surprise for me ‘that many renowned Pakistani
poets have been creating their Haiku and have books
(collection of their Haiku Poetry) (o their merit.

Popularity of Haiku and the love for Haiku in Pakistan has
become a symbol of cultural friendship at heart (o heart
level between the people of Japan and Pakistan, FFactually,
for this aspect of our strong cultural relations and the.
promotion of Haiku in Urdu as well as other regional
languages in Pakistan, the credit goes to the very talented
and famous poets of the country, and of course, Iqbal
Haider is very prominent among them.

*. Tam delighted that today, I am part of this ceremony which
is actually arranged to pay tributes to Mr. Igbal Haider in
the form of a “Igbal Haider Number” of a reputed Haikn
Journal, known as Haiku International. Certainly, M. [gbal
Haide: daserves this recognition.

Mr. Iqbal Haider’s coniribution for the promotion of Haiku
in Pakistan is extraordinary. You can -analyze it by the fact
that we have organized 17 Haiku Mushaira in Karachi and
four in Quetta up till now, and Mr. Igbal Haider is the only
poet who has participated actively in all these Mushaira
without any gap. And, the 18" Annual Haiku Mushaira,
which will be held on the 17" of this month, he will be with
us there too. -

Especially, referring to his participation in Haiku Mushaira
held in Quetta, T am impressed to note that how deeply he
got involved in organizing. the events there and extended
maximum cooperation to the Japan Cultural Centie (o hold
the event successfully, where he was able to bring the poets
to a platform, who recited Haiku in eleven different
regional languages, which was an excellent achievement’

no doubt.
20
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Text of Speech

Speech by Mr., Kazumi Dekiba, Consul General of
Japan, Karachi, as the Chief Guest_at the occasion of
“Launching Cercmony of Haiku International’s Special
Issue _on _cmiinent poet Igbal Haider on February
14,2001, at 4:30 p.m. at the Hotel Pearl Continental,
Karachi,

Dr. Jameeludin Aali (enunent scholar-Hilal-e-Imtjaz)
Ms. Fatima Surraya Bajia ,

Mr. Igbal Haider, Lo

Mr. Hanif Kalia (Chairman Ko-Ordination Group)

Mr. Sohail Ahmed Siddiqui (Editor, Haiky [nternational),
Other eminent speakers,

lLadies and Gentlemen,
Assalam-o-Alaikum/ Good Aflernoon

First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to
Mr. Rashid Noor, Secretary, Pakistan Haiku Society, M.
sohail Siddiqui, Editor, Haiku International and the
members of Ko-ordination group for giving me this
opportunity to be with you on this special occasion of
“Launching Ceremony of Iqbal Haider Number of Haikuy
International,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Emust admit that about two years back, when | came to
Pakistan as the Consul General of Japan, I did not have
even a slightest perception that Haiku, the traditional
Japanese poetry would be so much popular here in
Pakistan, cven to the extent that it has acquired a certain

19
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~ this form of Japanese poetry - is becoming increasingly

" popular in Pakistan. This fecling was considerably
enhanced at the Haiku Mushaira in Quetia where, besides
Urdu and English, [ heard Haiku in regional languages like
Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashto, Balochi, Brahvai, Seraiki and
tfindko. And I have been informed that Mr. Igbal Haider
has played a pivotal role in disseminating this form of
- Japanese poetry among the many linguistic (lingual) groups
in Pakistan. I wish T could understand some of these
Janguages to fully enjoy the haiku recitation. ‘
Literature is a mirror thai accurately reflects the society that
produced it. Journals such as Haiku International, serve to
present vivid and colorful pictures of Pakistan which
remain hidden to the public eye and which we should know
about. Indeed, journals like Haiku International can serve to
project the real image of Pakistan as a country of cultural
diversity. Haiku International is thus playing an important
part by bringing the people of Japan and Pakistan closer
together through the medium of poetry, a most effective
form of cultural exchange. . '
We are going to celebrate the 50™ Anniversary of
establishinent of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and
Japan next year. We have ahead of us the exciling prospect
of planning and preparing for a whoie series of cultural
ovents both in Pakistan and Japan. We look forward to
working hand in hand with Pakistan to make 2002 a
landmark year in owr warm and friendly relations.
At the end, permit me to give you my own choice of a
Haikn by Japanese poet  Kyoshi TAKAHAMA,
representing the sense of season and brevity.

He says a word (Os Nay Kuch Kaha) T

ord (4 el S

I say i word (main nay kuch kaha) Md v ,
The aut de ; ( Khiizaan chaa gaie :

e uufumn deepens { Khizaan chaa gaic) _ W:év(,}f

)@qﬁm«vﬁ-ﬂ /l www){m | dl Lq;’ul;?'. |

Sadaaki Numata
Ambassador of Japan 18
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A S T e

EMBASSY OF JAPAN
‘ PAKISTAN '

3 April 2001
My. Solail Ahmed Siddiqui '
Hditor, Hatku International
R-393, City Villas Scheme 33
University Road
Karachi 75270

Dear Mr. Siddiqut,

I was greatly pleased and honoured to personaily receive
from you and Mr. Igbal Haider the “Igbal Haider Number”
of Haiku International in Quetla on the occasion of Japan
Cultural Week organized by the Pakistan-Japan Friendship
Society, Balochistan. Congratulations on bringing out such
a comprehensive and informative Haiku publication.

While glancing through the journal, a section of which is,
gratefully for me, in English, I was highly impressed with
the contribution of Mr. Igbal Haider for the furtherance of
haiku poetry in Pakistan. I am afraid that I myself have a
rather prosaic mind, having spent too much of my life
writing dispatches, minutes and joint communiqués, and [
feel a little inadequate in discussing poetry. But, even as a
layman, 1 can say that Japan is the Land of Poets. Each
major Japanese newspaper has daily Haiku (5-7-5 syliable
poetry) columns, which select the best poem for the day
from among the contributions by the readers. Pakistan has
also been blessed with a vast treasure of poets, with great
names like Igbal, Ghalib and Faiz. More importantly,
perhaps, this tradition is carried on by a great many
contemporary Pakistani poets, most of whose contributions
are appearing in this special issue of your distinguished
journal, o :

When I attended my first Haiku Mushaira in Istamabad in
January this year, I was pleasantly surprised (o know that

17
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Now | feel that Tanka poems are also attracling ailention of
‘ Pakistani poets as these poems are closer 0 Urdu Ghazal

in nature.

| have not yet lalked about Japanese prose literature. From
Murasaki Shikibu's Genji monogaturi to Snow Country
(1937) of Kawabata Yasunari and in the post-war period
great wrilers with finest fiction writings emereged on the
literary scene; Mori ogai, Tanizaki, Soseki, Akutaga Wa,
Dazai Osmu, Michima Yukio are few names {rom the line of
torch-bearers on the path of story-telling.

As a whole, Japanese literature is one‘ ol the greatest
literatures in the world. I has spiritual, secular, sexual,
social, seasonal flavours, with keen observation of indiﬁidual
and collective life, philosophy, nature and'deep sense of

human relaiionship.

| advise you to persue beauly in a beautifui way.

Thank you.

*(Dellvered al Ihe final day ol a week's Social Studies Teachera Workshop,

heid al Avari Holel, Karachi by the Japanese Consulate- 1989)

16
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d;’J”égéiéﬁ'dkeﬂ A
e
WU“O{)JQ-—V
| e tb 2 g
See one more Waka from Saigyo:
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Haiku is a popular from of Japanese poetry with three !ines
and 5-7-5 syltables Tn:s was a great glft of the 17ih century |
io Japanese Jlterature These shon poems of 1/ syltabies |
symbolize the gentie coinpromise between the busaness of
industrial era and the beauly of nature..

in recent past, with devoted efforis of Consulale Genera! of
Japan, (Karachi) Haiku became thermost popular forin of
- poetry from any fore!gn coun’uy |n Pakls!an Translatlons
from Japanese and original Haaku are belng wmten by
Pakistani poels. Specially in Urdu, Mushairas are‘_he_a_c:_ and a

numbers of collections of Faiku poems are already prinied.

15
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Waka or 'i’anka has been the most popular form of poetry
for the expressibns of emotions for the Japanese people
throughout the history. Haiku emerged from Waka in 17th
. century.‘and became very popular bul even then it could not
replace the Tanka. The other most important collection of
Japanese poetry compited hundred years after Manyoshu
.wa_s Kokinsihu {905). It contains 1111 poems, about one
third of which written by unknown poets. It was the first
anthology of Waka forms, compiled by the orders of the
Emperor. Kyoto was capital and the center of cultural scene

in Heian period.

in Kamakura perlod Shogunate started patronage of cuEture ‘
and hterature No Opera became popular and 21

anthologies of p_oeiry were compiled upto 1440. -

In the 12th_'cenlur:y Saigyo was a great Waka poet. From
this class, his coll_ection of poems Sankashu is comprised of

1552 poems. He-was a samural origin saint.

Now | read few po.ems from the Urdu translation of

Sankashu "CHAND KAY CHAR RANG"

}ifdm.u 4 : (BT
uﬂu/fw: S gty
” | /'},L.. & i J!

i4
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and the latest poem of this anthology was composed in 759
AD. _ _ _

A vafieiy of social classes and characters are* represehted in
Manyoshu. Poor fronlier guards and their wives are present
side by side wnh 1he powerful Emperors and Empresses of
their limes. Here princess and peasants and masters and
their maids are singing their songs in love, in_memory, in joy
and in sorrow in faith and in fidefity; !“thin_k Manyoshu is the
greatest collectlion of natural poelry with the firwesl

combination of inner nature and the Nature outside.

SRR

| read from ‘Gule Sad Barg' Urdu translation of Manyoshu:

Though the vast waters stand stili J"Z{b’ AU S
At the Shiga in Basanami ol f:/'/(,df
Could they ever meet again Srumtduie S
The people of the former days. _ 5 ‘ Li«’g&.«,} tﬂ’@y

c;;.(/li)'}rr:;wr,s&ny@

While waiting for you ufd:d/.-&h w}/
My heart is filled with longing
u’/ﬁ.z)
The autumn wind blows
u;z(j“' f.,,w:f

As if it were you

5 r:;f,f '

Swaying the bamboo blinds of my door. —
LY P,

13
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"TennoHeka wa ikigami sama desu.”

(His Majesty is the living God). This was a phrase that every
Japanese could tearn in the school before the Second World

War. This is the point from where they picked up modern |
sciences and sophisticated technology. Because of this
friendship with Nature and physical approach the
metaphysical aspects remained less important and as
religion had hot been the vital power for politics and society
the Iiterature' remained at the botiom of the Japanese heart.
The expressions and the feelings of lhé Japanese‘ people

have been projected in the varioué_ forms of hiterature. -

The Manyoshu, the first collection of Japanese poetry
(350-710 A.D.) recorded the thoughts, trends and tradition ol
those timeas. It represents and reveals the cultural sprit of
Japan in its 4516 poems of about 450 posts. This unigue
superb poetry of these 20 books of Manyoshu is mostly
presented or writlen in Tanka form. Tanka is a verse of five

lines of 5-7-5-7-7 syllables.

it is also called Waka which means Japanese indigenous
form of poetry. The oldest poem of Manyoshu was writlen

during the era of Emperor Nintoku (313 A.D. to 399 AD)

12
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in unity of Japan. They also wanted the happiness and
pleasure of life. But as Shimoi‘st‘ they were never
disappointed to the extent of feeling powerless. They fe!!.
pain and sadness of the times but as Buddhist these -
feelings gave them sirength to work hard for the

development and progress of their motherland,

Shizen Tono Chowa, harmony with nature, is also a very
vital efement in the process of cultivation of Japanese
culture. The four seasons are the four stages of life, the Blue
Spring of youth and the Black Winter of old age are the
perfect example of Japanese oneness with nature.
Japanese culture is manifold, delicate, different, deep rooted
and decorative. It has emerged from tradition of Shintoism,
Emperor system, Buddhist teaching, Nature with a
‘combination of modern science and technology. Festivals,
opera Kabuki, Kimono, Judo and Japanese language are
some of the most beautiful and attractive manifestation of
Japanese culture. Japanese know how io live with Nature.
They can bear the sound of wind in a closed room. They .
- know the art of converting, checking or feeling everything
physically even the most abstract: Sprit itself has been a

physical phenomenon for them,

11
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lB-uddhism was taken as negalion of worldly desires.
Buddhism reached Japan in the sixth century. In seventh
and éighth centuries Buddhist Art reached its peak in Nara
~ period (710-794). Then came the Heian period (794-1185)
and of the Imper!al sent was set in Kyoto, the classical Clly
of the East. Culture symbohzed Kyoto Edo period
' _(1603-1668) was the era of consolidation and unification in
Meiji period (1868-19112). The Government was resorted to
| the Emperc’i_r' and -Shoguhate was .reat:he.d its end and

Shintoism was declared as official réligion of Japan.

in 1859, Japan opened it doors to fo?eign trade and in 1869
Land reforms took place. In 1871 Feudal Governmenis were

abolished and prefectural administration was set up.

In Japan the modern era began just before the starl of Meiji
restoration. Emperor was the cenler of worldly ideal, work,
wisdom and worship. He has been the cerdral point of".

cultural unity.

Japan has risen from the ashes of the atomic devastation to
the heighis of a éuper developed Nalion in the last forty
years after the Second World War. But how this hap.pened?

Japancse were defeaied in the War but they never lost faith
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(E_S’F’EC!ALLY ON LITERATURE)
By Prof, Muhammad Rais Alvi

Japanis a Country with a long recorded history of a Nation in
search of the realrty of p!easure pain, progress prosperity
and peace. Shintoism is an rndagenous religion of Japan.
This rehgron does no! have’ any moral code or any name as
its founder. Ancesiors nanonal heroes and Nature are’ the
objects of worsh:p. The concept that the aneestors of
Jmperra! Famrly descended frorn !he heavens “was also an
unportanl behef of Shmiousm because of thrs Shrnioasm has
worked as the mam strmg to rntegrate and umfy Japan.
Emperor system has been the (,orner stone of the
fundamenlal slructure of the Japanese socret; Buddhrsm |
and Confucranrsm rrom (‘hma were adopted by the
Japanese peop!e in. Kamakura and Fdo periods bur

amended and adjusted to a dn‘fereni condﬂu‘m

!n Helan perlod woridly benefrl of Buddhrsrn we re_givea

impor ance whr!e in Kamakum pericd (1185-1333)

4
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* (person) is usually good company. It’s very difficult to state
whether a poct is extrovert or introvert — but, a successful
pobt may be in between, So Rais Alvi is such an example,
~forall. .
i) Uss ke chehre perr : Having on his face,
aik nidamat ka pertau tha The reflection of regret’

. . Dowin pour in desert!
barish sehra mein -

ii} Koozah-gir ke haath The hands of potler
soorat badle “mushfa—khak"“ A “handful of clay” changes shapes

. R The potter’s wheel moves round
girdesh mein hay chaak,
*Mushic-khak siteans human beidg in Urdu,

iii) Baarish ka mausim The rainy scason.
: : . She is far from me, for so long
doore hay ik mud'dat se woh My eyes often gel wet !

aankhein ukser numl

‘The in-depth etudfy of Nature, with the exuberance of
emotions gives the ‘Haiku of Rais Alvi a unique statare. His
poetlc journey continues with great pomp and ceremony.
The Haiku- lovezs ‘may learn a lot ﬁom him.

Sohail Ahmed Siddigqui presenting a copy of Haiku futernational

.(Special issue on kybat Haider) to Mr. Sadaaki Numata,
5 Ambassador of Japm (Qéetta- 20-3-2001)

"‘8
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pains-taking assignment of Sai Gayo's translation
(CHAAND KE-CHAAR-RUNG) was also a superb
piece of work.
Being a scholar, Alvi is very chffeien[ from most of his
contemporary pen-men, as he never shows off, nor he
lets any one down for any reason. His character is a
role-model for ail his acquaintances. Not a single
person would say a single word against his personal
- characteristics. He has an exemplary behaviour and a
well-balanced personality. A poet of high calibre, a
teacher of high estcem a loving husband and a ‘model’
father. e
“Thc plough goes not well, if the plouginmn hold‘; it
" Mr. Alvi comprehends it very well, he has truly
ploughed for the Japanese poesy, in the field of Urdu
very carefully. His Haiku shows the tendemesq of a
poet’s heait, who involves deep down in the ocean of
“Nature”. A Japanese-knowing Urdu poetess, Wazahat
Naseem rightly said : “Pretty moments are a gift of
Nature, and Haiku is the gift of pretty moments™. Prof.
Ali proved it with his well-knit Haiku, based on 5-7-5
. syllables with the compulsion of KIGO.
i) Shaakh se phool gira Breaks from twig - a flower,
peirr ke neeche chupke se, Laughs calmly the heap of mud,

“beneath the tree
khak ka dherr hunsa.
e d Away from the garden,
ii) Gulshan se }\utch] O?]e ~The moth asks the flowers
bhaunwra pooche p 1(30 on se, Your name, mesicures?
aap ka naam huzoore?

Clamour of distress

i) Schore faughuan ka hay - Falling leaves from the tree
pat’te peirr se girle hein fAuiumn’s behind it !
haath khizaan ka hay.

We find the combination of experience and observation in
his Haiku. The artisan has portrayed all the interior and
exterior, extraordinarily. Peoplé believe that an extrovert
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i) Use of KIGO is a must in Japanese, but most of
‘the Urdu Haikuists think it un-necessary {But
pot in the recitals, arranged by the Japan
Cultural Center, Karachi).

1) Rhyming is not allowed in Japanese, while Urdu
poets ‘are in- ithe habbit of rhyming, as an
influcnee of Ghazai; the most popular native
genire, having compulsory rhyme in each
couplet. - '

iii) -+ Unlike Japanese Haiku, Urdu version does have

e g variety of topics. .

Mr. Rais has written all types of Haikuy, ie. pure

Japanese-like, - semi-japancse: and the “Gbazal-like”

which is-very common among Pakistani poets. He,

however, likes to compose the pute Japancse-like Haiku
- very often, following all- rules strictly. That makes
amazement for” those who- don’t know about the

“Mother-Haiku™ R :

As 1 said carbier, the learned poct has earned fame in

Ghazal & Nazimy long before experiencing the imported

genre. His poelry is-s0 rich, thal we can present it as a

master-piece  of Urdu poetry {0 any foreigner. His

Ghazal is marvelous, appealing and impressive. 1f you

want to read Ghazal with a blend of classical style and

modern artistry, just go through his Ghazal. His
anthology of Ghazal & Nazm, “SADDA UBHARTEE

HAY” was the first-ever collection of Urde poetry

whose inangural cerciony was beld in Tokyo, after a

suceessiul launching in Karachi.

Having spent four years i Japan as a visiting professor

of Urdu, Mr. Rais Ali rendered Urdu puoetic translations

of Manyoshu in three volumes. This voluminous project

GUL-E-SADD-BERG appeared from Tokyo. with the

special grant of Daido Life Foundaion. This greal,

pressive task of inbroducing ‘Tanka into Urdo paved
the wiy for all the Pakistani and Tndian pocts, His other

6
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RAIS ALVI— THE NOBLEST OF
- Pak HAIKUI%‘TS

By : Sohail Ahmed Siddiqui

“Tailors and writers must mmd the fd&hloﬂ” — 50 15 Lue,
about most of our pen-inen. But here we have few
exceptions. People always look for variety, even in case of
literature. So we see some great minds who not only do the
traditional poeltry, but aiso twist the readers view, wherever
they want. Professor Muhdmnmd Rais Ali is on top of those
Pakistani  pen-men  who pdln%{dktllgl} create  greal
literature, :
Traditional Urdu poetry includes GHAZAL (l_yuml poern,
having couplets with variety of toplcq) NAZM (poem) and
a4 number of forms, not so commonly practiced, nowadays.
The " introduction of sevemf western. forms has beén a
debatable topic — most of them have not yet been
established in Urdu. Frankly speaking, the Japanese forms :
of poetry have a faster effect on Urdu. Haiku has almost
conquered the hearts & minds of our poets: This is really
unbelievable that even the “anti-Haiku” poets dttemp[ to try.
them out in this unique form of verse. :

Professor Muhammed. Rais Alvi is the leddmg Uldu
Haikuist who after ‘making a name 1;1 Glnzal ‘& Nazn, has
excelled in the most mteleslmg form of verse, Haiku. He is
superior ~all  Pakistani Ha1ku1st<; since he knows
Japanese, vely well oniy four other poets know this
difficult language. They are Dr. Muhammad Amin,
Wazahat Naseem, his husband Salim- Ahmed .and Aftab-
Muztar. Glancing through his Urdu Haiku, it reflects that
someone from Japan practices this :gem'e,' with all_
requirements. :
Summatizing the differences, of Ulclu & Japanese H"uku __
we may describe them as under: '

5 L.
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FROM THE DESK OF EDITOR

Clouds over valley
Trees on the river bank soon
Will bring oul their teaves
{Niels Peter Svendsen)

Hard work does earn laurels. That’s what I have often
experienced. By the grace of Almighty Allah, I could
achieve the target of prcsehting the most presentable
special issue of Haiku International — Iqbal Haider Number.
It received great applecmtlon from all quarters, even from
the “anti-Haiku” elements. 1 have to get it published twice
(first in Septeraber 2000, then in March 2001) and a good
number of copies were sold out in the two inaugural
ceremonies, held at Karachi and Quetta — A unique record
for a lltmaly Joumai of Urdu Wmld

This editor was invited to dtlend the wcnld Haiku Festival,
held last year in UK, by the world Haiku Club. T was to
represent Urdu & Pakistan, for the first time in history.
Having made: all arrangements, (including payment of
participation fee) I could not even enter the premises of
British Deputy High Commission, though tried thrice. This
shows how efficient tried thrice:. This shows how efficient
is the locally based staff! Co

Tlns. Jssue has a speual cor nel about Prof. Muhammad Rais
Alvi, . the  notable scholar, wute; of Japanese forms of
popuy (Haiku & Tanka) ‘and a 1enowned Urdu poet. For
reasons, [ could not _gel more stuff in English. May be next

ume L

[ am eagellv awaatmg tor your - vwlucd oplmon, analytical
1ev1ews 'md healthy f‘utxcxsm ' : :

Yoms‘

Sohailshmed Siddiqui. |
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Japan:

Canada:

Mr Halder Jafri Syed

Cfo Sadaf

© 88/153, Chamanganj, Kanpur

208001 -India.

Shamlm An]unﬁ Warsi

West Bengai (India)

Prot. Hiroshl Hagita
Kojima-Cho

2-52-1-616 , ’
Chofu-Shi, Tokyo 182-0026 Japan
Ms. Farah Rais Alvl ‘
and Adnan Mirza,

2606, Hedge Apple Drive
Atington- Texas 76001.U.5.A
Mr. Javé_d Danish

1574 Ma]_ér .Oa__k;s Road
Pickering Ont. - L1X247.
Canada,

itis in this context that the work of Prof. Muhammad Rals Alvi

is an,important Contrlblltlon tb Japan-Paklstan literary relations,

Prof, Alvi's work partlcuiarly tn Haiku and Tanka are slngular In that

lhey are compused and |ranslated from Japanese into. Urdu poetry

form,

He has joint work with Proi Suzukl Takeshl the greatest Urdu Iover-

Prof.

in Japan . . _. . -‘ a

Anita Ghuiam AII-- Schoiar & Mlmster for Education

{Sindh)




